Wanted: Men for the Army

By CAPTAIN FRANK E. EVANS, U. S. M. C. Recruiting Office

DD files of hymanity wash in with

the tide that flows into our modern

recruiting offices. The recruiter
divides them into four -classes: the
“prospeet,” the “boot,” the “previous ser-
vice man,” and the “repeater.”

The “prospect” is the man who asks
casual questions of the recruiting sergeant.
If he passes this conversational stage and
passes the preliminary examination, he
becomes a boot. Flat feet and poor teeth
and eyes thin out the applicants’ pros-
pects, so that but one in twelve rises to the
dignity of a boot. The prévious service
man is, of course, the man who reénlists,

“Back to the Army Again,
Sergeant ™

F the four classes, the repeater is at

the same time the most interesting
and the most vexatious to the recruiting
ofticer. Kither he has been “scrapped”
by Unele Sam's medical survey as unfit—
handed the “yellow ticket” as undesirable,
s0 called beeause his discharge is made out
on a yellow form instead of on the parch-
ment of the honorably disecharged —or has
deserted the colors. He comes back in a
surprisingly large number, under a false
name, and resorts to every device to
reénter the service. If the army sees
thwough his deception, he hikes to the
nearest navy or marine corps recruiting
office. Rejected by all three, he rides the
brake-beams to another eity, to go
through the same routine.

The recruiting service has its own
checks on the repeater's ambition. The
finger-print system leads all the rest.

If a man shows suspicious ear-marks,
his finger-prints are “rolled” on an official
form, and this is transmitted to Wash-
ington with the notation “Special” written
across its face in red ink. Within two
hours of its receipt a telogram is received
from Washington, showing no previous
service or giving his name and history.

The betrayal of former service by
habits of the drill-ground or the slang of
barracks or ship argot crop out at times
and lighten the weeding-out lahor. When
the man strips for examination and walks
across the floor at command, he will al-
most invariably start off with the left
foot and halt in the position of a soldier.
The examination goes on, and at the

abrupt order “About face!” he executes
the move without hesitation. Or, as he
warms up to the flavor of the old atmos-
phere for which he longs, “When do you
ship?” he will innocently ask; or, “How's
the chow at the recruit depot?” If he
seeks refuge in a stony silence, his reti-
cence is equally suspicious, and a trap is
laid for him. A pig on the instep, a
Chinese dragon, a Japanese woman, a
five-pointed star, sailor-knots, military
devices, and patriotic emblems lead the
tell-tale list of tattoo marks,” In the navy
the most popular device is the pig on the
instep, the ancient eharm of the Chinese
against drowning. In the marines or the
army the Chinese dragon wound about
the arm leads in favor. The dragon came
into vogue with the soldiers and marines
who took part in the march of the allies
to the rescue of the legations at Peking
in 1900,

The reénlisted man, with his discharge
from the service to show his identity, goes
through the examination with quiet effi-
cieney. Any reeruiting officer can step
into a crowded examination room and
spot him. When he strips he folds each
bit of clothing and lays it on a chair as
if making it ready for a clothing locker,
He is serupulously eclean in dress and
body, and radiates sell-respect.

Few Thrills in a Recruiter’s Day

ROSPECTS and boots are apt to be

a colorless lot. You may, however, if
you are lucky, begin in the morning with
a manufacturer of boys' “pants” who has
tired of commercial strife, and follow
up with a miniature Houdini. His kit
of sixty-odd keys, wires, jimmies, odd
button-hooks, and nails opens any door,
as he demonstrates; but his uncanny skill
bars the door to the service. There is no
meaner thiel than the “sea-bag” or “cloth-
ing-locker” thief. The next boot walks
in to his examination with such an exag-
gerated display of the feet that you find
he has been a clown who specialized in
the Charlie Chaplin walk. A collegian
enlists for a commission, a veteran of the
Canadian contingent who was “gassed” at
Y pres comes in, followed by a quiet, gray-
eyed youngster who has walked thirty
miles to enlist. Thus ends a recruiting
officer’s day's haul of “boots.”

Notice to Poets

HE poet who flung roses, roses riot-
ously with the throng should have
known Miss Margaret E. Boal of
East Glendale, California. For Miss Boal
could have supplied all the flora necessary
for him and for the throng too. She has
7500 two-year-old Ulrich Bruners and
1200 Cecil Bruners (these are rose plants,
you understand, not gentlemen); and she
sells and gives away thousands of roses
every weok, not to mention the rose petals
that she sells to perfumers.
For seventeen years Miss Boal was a
milliner. Then, pretty well fagged out,

she put the finishing touches to a nervous
collapse by studying law. This meant
that she had to get out in the open air,
and so she sunk her savings in the Glen-
dale Raneh, bought a shovel, a two-hun-
dred-dollar bungalow, and a few rose slips.
She hires a man to plow for her, but all
the rest of the work—the raking, culti-
vating, weeding, and irrigating—she does
herself. She pushes a wheelbarrow over
her five acres with ten times the gusto
that she ever exhibited in stitching hats

in the millinery establishment.
“If you know of any other poets who
are planning a rose

campaign, you must
get, their addresses
and I will send them
my circulars,” says
Miss Boal. Of course
it is too bad for Miss
Boal that poets are
inclined to talk more
about roses than to
use them, and when
they order a dozen
Cecil Bruners for a
riot they are apt to
quibble over the
price. And where are
the good old days

Flivtograph from Albert Marple.

Miss Marqare: E. Boal has to clip 8700 rose bushes;
ikes that better than basting bonnets
in a millinery factory, which was her first job.

but she

when Emperor Nero
stifled a roomful of
guests in a shower
of rose-petals?
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PATENTS B asae

CLASSIFIED ADVE RTISING

in the classified column of

EVERY WEEK and THE ASSOCIATED MAGAZINES

will prove a profitable investment
: Combination Rate, $3.00 Per Line

Your advertisement inserted

Smallest space sold, 4 lines—largest 12 lines,

No fakes or extravagant copy accepted.
IM NORTH WABASH AVENU‘- cmﬂo

95 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK

T CALIFORNIA

HELP WANTED-MALE AND FEMALE

Landseckers' Summertime Excursions toCalifornia combine
business and recreation. See California’s farms and orch-
ards; visit San Diego Exposition—open all 1916—and Yosem-
ite. California has delightful summer climate. Very low
fares via Santa Fe; tourist sleeper parties, personally escort-
ed, u-mhlne comfort and economy. Ask for ¢ Farmers'
\pu:lnl picture book and folders of landseekers' 1rl
C. L. Seagraves, Santa Fe Ry., 3026 Ry, Exch., Chicago, | I

PATENTS
INVENTORS SHOULD WRITE FOR LIST
of " Needed Inventions,'” * Patent Bu " and " How
to Get Your Patent."” Sent Free. andolph & Co.,
Diept. 142, Washington, D. C,

FEMALE HELP WANTED

FIVE BRIGHT, CAPALLE LADIES 10 TRAVEL,
demonstrate and  sell dealers. $a5 to §50 per week.
Ruilroad fare paid. Goodrich Drug Company, Dept. &7,
Umaha, Neb.

GAMES AND ENTERTAINMENTS

$20 10 $35 PER MONTH EXTRA MONEY to any em-
ployed person without inluknm‘ with regular work. No
selling, no canvassing. Positively no |nmlmm. Unem-
loye: "need not apply. Address, T'he Silver Mirror Co,
l’nc s W, Randolyl: Street, l..hn:ugo. 1l

CORPORATIONS

INCORPORATE YOUR BIJSIN ESS IN ARIZONA.
lLeast cost, 'l ransact business, keep books anywhere. Free
laws, By I aws and Forms. Relerence: Any bank in Arizona.
Stoddard Incor porating Company, Box &0, Phoenin, Ariaoia,
Hranch Office: Van Nuys Building, Los Angeles, California.

AGENTS \WANTED

PLAYS, VAUDEVILLE SKETCHES, MONOLOGUES,
|'Ill|(i"lll!1. Speakers, Minstrel Muterial, Iuiu-n Recitations,
I'ableaux, Drills, Entertaimments, Make:U ;ulmmh Large
Catalog Free. T. 5. Denison & ¢ 0.y Dept, 01, Chicago,

i MAKE 32, ao'?ia YEAR w":lr ARE ';Liu .
i
.ﬂu\'tﬂ . o::ﬁ week in pn) ng Pntl Inass
Nadico, 4315 Lincoln Ave., Chl:-ga.
ADVERTISING
Learn Advertising I‘mtoulon a\llnttnln’ Imm
$§2100 10 §300 or more Our d cor-

u{mwml Hook free. Cambridge

respondence course fits
Century Hidg., Minncapolis, Minn,

Extension University,



